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Purpose of the Artifact:

	The artifact titled "History of Autism Spectrum Disorder – Spanish Flu of 1918" provided a detailed exploration into the historical event of the Spanish Flu pandemic and its purported association with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), specifically addressing the longstanding debate regarding vaccinations as a potential causative factor of autism. This assignment aimed to deepen understanding of the historical context influencing current perceptions and misconceptions about ASD, particularly through investigating the parallels between historical pandemics and contemporary public health crises.

Meeting Assignment Requirements:
	In addressing the assignment requirements, my paper effectively highlighted the historical context of the Spanish Flu, noting its origins, widespread impact, and public responses. The analysis included a thorough exploration of early vaccination efforts and clearly established the scientific evidence dismissing the linkage between influenza vaccinations and the development of ASD. By referencing substantial medical research and historical data, including key sources such as the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), World Health Organization (WHO), and notable scholars such as Offit (2016) and Willingham (2012, 2013), the assignment successfully met the academic standards of evidence-based argumentation required for graduate-level coursework.



Decision Not to Revise:

	I chose not to revise this artifact despite receiving a 90%, as the feedback primarily concerned minor APA formatting errors. Given the minor nature of these errors and the overall strong performance in substantive content and analysis, I concluded that my original submission sufficiently met the assignment objectives and effectively conveyed a nuanced historical and scientific narrative.

Contribution to My Development as a Special Educator:

	This assignment significantly contributed to my professional development as a special educator by reinforcing the necessity of grounding educational practice in rigorous scientific evidence, especially when addressing sensitive topics such as vaccinations and autism. It underscored the importance of addressing misinformation directly with clear, factual information, which is particularly crucial in special education where misconceptions can influence parental decisions and educational outcomes. The detailed historical analysis sharpened my critical thinking and research skills, enhancing my ability to dissect complex information and present it in an accessible and educational manner.

Key Learnings from the Assignment:
	This assignment deepened my understanding of the interplay between historical events, public health policies, and educational practices. Recognizing how past pandemics shaped educational systems and public perceptions allowed me to better contextualize the impacts of the recent COVID-19 pandemic on my own students' social and academic skills. Observing parallels between historical and current events highlighted the necessity of adaptive, responsive educational strategies to support students facing diverse challenges exacerbated by such crises.

Conclusion:

	The insights gained from this artifact reinforced my commitment to ongoing professional learning and evidence-based practice. By appreciating the historical context and scientific basis of ASD characteristics and interventions, I am better equipped to advocate for informed, compassionate, and effective educational practices for students on the autism spectrum.

