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Communication Deficits in Autism Spectrum Disorder


Purpose of the Artifact:

	The artifact titled "Communication Deficits in Autism Spectrum Disorder" from SPED 760 served as an extensive analysis and reflection on one of the primary characteristics defining Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), particularly emphasizing communication deficits. The purpose of this assignment was to collaboratively create a comprehensive glossary detailing various characteristics of ASD, offering practical examples and clarifications to facilitate understanding among peers within the course and throughout the Master's in Autism Spectrum Disorder program at the University of Kansas.

Meeting Assignment Requirements:

	My paper addressed the assignment requirements thoroughly by explicitly focusing on the characteristics of communication deficits. Through personal experiences and professional insights gained across multiple educational settings, I clearly delineated the manifestations of communication challenges observed among students with ASD, from preschool through K-12 environments. The inclusion of developmental observations, such as transitional difficulties, non-verbal communication strategies, and the evolution of communicative capacities, provided tangible examples that effectively illustrated the theoretical concepts discussed in class and reinforced by Boutot (2017).


Key Learnings from the Assignment:

	Notably, the assignment highlighted the significant overlap between communication deficits and social skills deficits, acknowledging how intertwined these areas are for individuals with ASD. This understanding became increasingly evident as I progressed through the Master's program. Initially, my primary focus rested solely on communication strategies and interventions. However, my experiences and learnings gradually shifted my attention toward social skills interventions, recognizing that effective communication and robust social skills are interdependent and mutually reinforcing.

	From this assignment, I learned the critical importance of nuanced, individualized approaches to supporting students with ASD. Specifically, the insights gained underscored that educators must deeply comprehend the broad spectrum of communication challenges to devise effective interventions. For instance, understanding echolalia not merely as repetitive speech but as a potential communicative function was transformative. It prompted me to adopt investigative approaches to student behaviors, enhancing my responsiveness and adaptability as a special educator.

Contribution to My Development as a Special Educator:

	This artifact substantially contributed to my professional development by deepening my practical understanding and appreciation of communication's role in educational success and social integration for students with ASD. Recognizing communication as fundamental to basic needs, wants, and social interactions reshaped my instructional practices, encouraging me to employ diverse strategies such as visual aids, alternative communication methods, and tailored behavioral interventions. This has allowed me to facilitate more meaningful interactions and measurable successes with my students.

Conclusion and Decision Not to Revise:

	The instructor's feedback affirmed the comprehensiveness and depth of my analysis, resulting in a high score of 92%. Consequently, I chose not to revise this artifact, as I felt the feedback and grade adequately reflected my understanding and the assignment's thoroughness. Overall, this reflection and the insights derived from the artifact emphasize the importance of continuous learning and adaptability in effectively serving students with autism spectrum disorder, significantly informing my ongoing professional practice.

