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Professional Portfolio and ASD Methods Webpage

Project Name

The artifact developed for SPED 860 is titled "Professional Portfolio and ASD Methods Webpage." This comprehensive portfolio consists of a professional homepage and multiple webpages detailing evidence-based practices (EBPs), instructional methodologies, and key concepts related to Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) instruction.

Artifact's Purpose

The primary purpose of this artifact was to create an informative, engaging, and professionally relevant digital resource that could effectively communicate essential ASD-related strategies and methodologies to an audience including educators, administrators, families, and other stakeholders. This portfolio aimed to present key concepts and recommended EBPs clearly and succinctly, facilitating deeper understanding and practical application within educational settings.

Addressing Assignment Requirements

I addressed the assignment comprehensively by clearly structuring the professional homepage to highlight my educational background, professional experience, and motivation for undertaking the SPED 860 course. The ASD Methods webpage explicitly detailed major course concepts, such as EBPs versus fads and pseudoscience, recommended practices for both academic and behavioral skills, and integrated multimedia content and resource links. Although the artifact earned a grade of 96%, minor deductions were received due to small oversights, such as formatting or minor content organization. Overall, the artifact thoroughly fulfilled the assignment criteria, evidenced by clear sections and detailed explanations of key terms and practices like Discrete Trial Training (DTT), Video Modeling, Structured Teaching, and Response Interruption and Redirection (RIR).

Decision Not to Revise

Given the high quality reflected in the final grade of 96% and the strongly positive feedback from Dr. Griswold, who described the portfolio as "Excellent!", I opted not to revise the artifact. The minor deductions did not significantly affect the overall quality or utility of the portfolio as a professional and instructional resource.

Reflection on Learning and Professional Development

Through the completion of this portfolio, I significantly enhanced my knowledge of evidence-based strategies specific to students with ASD. The experience of synthesizing course content into an accessible online format deepened my understanding of instructional methodologies and the importance of clearly communicating complex information to varied audiences. This project reinforced my skills in selecting and effectively presenting EBPs, enabling me to better support students, colleagues, and families. The knowledge and skills acquired through this assignment will undoubtedly contribute to my ongoing professional development as a special educator committed to implementing high-quality, research-backed instructional practices.

